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Walt Disney Still Record-Holder for Most Won Academy Awards in History 

Walt’s Oscar Collection Showcased at The Walt Disney Family Museum 
 
San Francisco, CA (January 10, 2013)—The Walt Disney Family Museum celebrates the 2013 
Academy Awards season with recently compiled fun facts about the legendary Oscars and Walt 
Disney. Twenty-six of these famed Awards are on view at the Museum including the celebrated 
Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs Oscar which is on exhibit through April 14, 2013 in the special 
exhibition, Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs: The Creation of a Classic.  
 

 Between 1931 and 1968, Walt Disney won 32 Academy Awards and still holds the 
record for most individual Academy Awards won. This number includes special and 
technical awards. 
 

 Twenty-six of Walt’s Academy Awards—including the Honorary Award for Snow White 
and the Seven Dwarfs—are on display at The Walt Disney Family Museum. 

 

 Walt’s first Oscar was the first ever Academy Award for Animated Short Subjects, his 
Silly Symphony “Flowers and Trees.” That same Academy Award Ceremony in 1932, 
Walt was also given an Honorary Award, which was presented to him for the creation of 
Mickey Mouse. 
 

 In 1939, Walt received a custom-made Oscar statuette for Snow White and the Seven 
Dwarfs. The Honorary Award consisted of one standard Oscar statuette, standing above 
seven other miniature ones—representing each of the Dwarfs, placed on a stepped, 20-
inch long base. Shirley Temple presented this second Honorary Award (he won a total of 
four in his lifetime)—this by far was the most distinctive award in Academy history. 
 

 The first ever nature documentary Academy Award was awarded to Walt in 1948 for 
Seal Island. 
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 In the 1960s, Walt purchased 20 miniature Oscar charms, each engraved with the name 
of the work for which it was awarded. He created a beautiful charm necklace and gifted 
it to his wife Lilian, who then converted it into a charm bracelet, which is on view at The 
Walt Disney Family Museum. 
 

 Academy Award host Bob Hope is rumored to have said (in tribute to Walt’s many wins), 
‘if we have any of these statues left over, we’ll just send them to Walt Disney.’ 

 

 Walt also holds the record for the most Academy Award nominations with 59 nods. 

 
Join us for a daily screening of the Academy Award-winning film Snow White and the Seven 
Dwarfs in the Museum’s Fantasia-inspired theater. The film screens daily at 4pm through April. 
Check www.waltdisney.org for more info and tickets.  
 
Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs: The Creation of a Classic is organized by The Walt Disney 
Family Museum. Major support is provided by Wells Fargo. Exhibition design: IQ Magic. Media 
sponsors: San Francisco Chronicle, SFGate.com, and ABC7/KGO-TV. 
 

# # # 
 
ABOUT THE MUSEUM 
The Walt Disney Family Museum presents the fascinating story and achievements of Walt Disney, the man 
who raised animation to an art, transformed the film industry, tirelessly pursued innovation, and created 
a global and distinctively American legacy. Opened in October 2009, the 40,000 square foot facility 
features the newest technology and historic materials and artifacts to bring Disney’s achievements to life, 
with interactive galleries that include early drawings and animation, movies, music, listening stations, a 
spectacular model of Disneyland and much more.  
 
Hours:  10am to 6pm, Wednesdays through Monday; closed on Tuesdays and the following 

public holidays: New Year’s Day, Thanksgiving, and Christmas. 
 
Tickets:   $20 adults, $15 seniors and students, and $12 children ages 6 to 17. 

Admission is free for members. 
 
Special ticket price for Snow White: $10 general. 
Special combination ticket which includes general museum admission: $25 adults;  
$20 seniors and students; $15 children ages 6 to 17. 

 
Where:   The Presidio of San Francisco, 104 Montgomery Street, San Francisco, CA 94129  
   
Contact:  415-345-6800 / www.waltdisney.org   

www.facebook.com/thewaltdisneyfamilymuseum 
  www.twitter.com/WDFMuseum  
 
 
Media Contacts: 
Andi Wang    Libby Garrison 
Communications Manager   Director of Marketing and Communications 
p: 415-345-6816    p: 415-345-6822 
c: 415-264-2709    c: 415-652-3082 
awang@wdfmuseum.org   lgarrison@wdfmuseum.org  
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